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FIVE MORE YEARS

Modi to take oath

as India’s PM for
third term today

Composition of Modi's Cabinet to be revealed during swearing-in ceremony

Sunjny Kumar how Dol
India’s incumbent Prime
Minlster Narendra Modi
amnd his Cabinet will take
an oath of office for a third
term on Sunday, after he
was elected leader of the
coalition that won the

most seais in the recent
general vote,

Aodi's Hindu-nationalist Bharatiya
Janata Farty has governed India as
part ol the National Democratic
Alliance over the past decade,
While the coaliion won the
clecton st week, for the first
time since 2004, the BIF has lost
its absolute majority in parliament.
making it dependent on allies to
form a governiment.

The composition of the Cabinet
will be revealed when Modi and
his ministers are sworm in.

“Th swearing-in  corcmaony
of Prime Minister Shri Narendra
Modi and the Cownell of Minds-
ters  following  the General
Elections 20024 is scheduled on
09 June 20024" the Prime Minis-
ter’s Office sakd in a statement

“On the oocasion, leaders from
India’s neighborhood and Indian
Ooean region have been cordially
invited as cistinguished guests”

Among the guests were lsted
the presidents of Sri Lanka and
the Makirves, the vice president
of Sevchelles, and the pnme
ministers of Bangladesh, Maur-
tius, Nepal, and Bhutan.

"“The wvisit of the leaders to
attend the swearing-in ceremony

india's PM Marondra Modl shows
a letter from President Droupadi
Murma reqguesting him te form the
country's new govermmaent. AFF

of Prime Minkster Shri Narencdra
Modi for his thimd consecu-
tive term i5s in keeping with
the hizhest priority accorded
by India to its ‘Neighbourhood

First palicy and “SAGAR' vision,”
the statement sald, referring (o
Secuntty and Growth for All
the Kegion — Modi's geopaolitical
framework of maritime coopera-
fion in the Indian Oeean region.

The statement did not mention
Indias rivals — China and
Pakistan.

While Beijing had congratu-
fated Modi, Islamabad said on
Friday that congratulations
would be “premature™ as his
eovernmeni has not been formed
vl

On Friday, Modi was formally
clected leader of the NDA, after
RECHNNE support Nt Wi |-:|_'_'.-'
allies — the Telugu Desam Party
in southem Andhra  Pradesh
state and Janmata Dal (Wnited) in
eastern Bihar state.



